Proposes 
department 
punish 13 



By Larry Green ; 

and Rob Warden 

Chicago police intelligence 
officers committed burglaries, 
eavesdropped on private con- ' 

versations, violated the civil 
rights of law-abiding citizens 
and tried to incite violence, a , 

county grand jury charged 
Monday. 

The grand jury also recom-' 
mended that former Police . 

Supt. James B. Conlisk Jr., a 
key witness in the investiga- 
tion, be held in contempt of the ! , 

grand jury. 

A contempt petition and grand 
jury report were presented to ; : 

Criminal Court Judge .Richard 
J. Fitzgerald, capping 'a Tj/j- 
month grand jury investigation | 

! touched off by Daily News dis- ■ 

I closures. ; • 

; IN ONE CASE, the report J ^ 

j sa-id, a police undercover ■ 

agent allegedly urged mem- ^ i 

bers of an organization he in-’ ; 
filtrated to Idll policemen and ! 

I even suggested where snipers 
j might be placed downtown to 1 i 

! inflict the maximum number [ .. i 

j of casualties. ^ . ! 

The report also charged that ' ■ 

police were aware at least a 
week in advance, of plans by i 
; the violent Weatherman fac- i 
: tion of the Students for a ■ 

I Democratic Society (SDS) to | 

! rampage through the Near 1 ■ , .j 
■ North Side in 1969, yet took no j 

, action to prevent what later ' 

i became known as the Days of ! 

! Rage. i 

! HERE ARE other highlights ■ 

I of the grand jury report: 1 

; • Police intelligence activity ; 

j Turn to Page 8, Column 4 



j Continued from Page 1 

I in Chicago "has alt the ear- 
marks of a police state. 

• Hundreds of Chicagoans , 
I now have FBI files because of 

indiscriminate spying and ^ 
sloppy police work. ' 

• Police repeatedly and pur- ’ 
posely violated fundamental 
constitutional rights, including 

' freedom of speech and assem- 
bly and the right to privacy. 

• Most police spying was po- 
litically motivated and had 
nothing to do with legitimate 
law enforcement. 

• Police in 1969 "launched a 

massive intelligence campaign 
against various community- 
groups.” 1 

, • Undercover officers as- 
signed to infiltrate community 
groups were instructed to as- 
sume leadership positions. 

• The department has nothing 
to show for its intensive spying 
effort, “except a substantial 
waste of money and time and 
a serious intrusion into the, 
constitutional rights of the 
people of Cook County.” 

Copies of . the 44-page report, 
signed by the foreman and 
secretary of the 23-membeii 
grand jury, were mailed over 
the weekend by State’s Atty. 
Bernard Carey to public offi - 1 
cials, including Gov. Dan ^ 
Walker and Senators Charles 
H. Percy and Adlai E. Ste- 
venson. 

Carey said the grand jury di- 
rected him to make the report 
available for public consid- 
eration and governmental ac- 
tion. 

ALTHOUGH THE grand 
jury did not return any in- 
dictments, it sent Police Supt. 
James M. Rochford a sealed 
list of 13 police officers’ names 
and recommended internal dis- 
ciplinary action against them 
for alleged misconduct. 

The grand jury, the report 
said, gathered ample evidence 
to a p p 1 y for indictments 
against some policemen for re- 
peated criminal acts. 

HOWEVER, this couse was 
not followed becacuse the high- 
er police officials who were 
most culpable “were insulated 
from prosecution by level upon 
level of Dolice officers who in- 



voked their privilege under the 
Fifth Amendment.” 

Top police officials and the 
city administration refused to 
co-operate with the grand jury, 
according to the report, and 
tried to thwart the in- 
vestigation by hiring top crimi- 
nal lawyers Warren Wolfson 
and Harry J. Busch at tax- 
payers’ expense to represent 
policemen called as witnesses. 

The jury decided also that 




Nick lavarone 



prosecution would have been 
difficult because in some cases 
police had destroyed physical 
evidence and records relating 
to alleged illegal activities. 

AMONG THE evidence de- 
stroyed by police was an unex- 
ploded tear gas container 
thrown by terrorists allegedly 
working with police to disrupt 
a performance of a foreign 
dance troupe here, the report 
said. 

Police also destroyed poten- 
, tially incriminating records of 
the use of electronic surveil- 
lance equipment, the grand 
jury found, although similar 
records of the use of photo- 
graphic. equipment in the same 
department were kept intact. 

But the jury reported that 
the primary factor in its deci- 
sion not to return indictments 
was the belief that criminal 
prosecutions would focus at- 
tention on low-level officials 
while obscuring the in- 
volvement of top department 



officials. 

“This serious threat to our 
democratic form of govern- 
ment must not be ailowed to 
depend on the conviction or ac- 
quittal of a few,” the report 
said. 

THE REPORT also recom- 
mended that the Legislature 
enact measures requiring that 
the police superintendent and 
mayor of Chicago personally 
be required to approve any fu- 
ture infiltration of community 
groups by police undercover 
officers. 

Such approval also ought to 
be referred to some fair-mind- 
ed group, perhaps even a 
county grand jury, before the 
surveillance is begun, the re- 
port suggested, and in no in- 
stance should the surveillance 
last more than three months 
! without renewed approval. 

At the end of three months, 
if the surveillance has failed to 
turn up evidence of crirninal 



activity, then all intelligence 
reports on the organization' 
should be destroyed, the report 
went on. 

The report also deplored the 
low-level of ^training for in- 
telligence officers and sug- 
gested they be better trained 
— particularly in con- 
stitutional rights. 

THE DISCLOSURES in- 
volving the bizarre sniper sto- 
ry and the Days of Rage are 
new. Other material in the re- 
port primarily backs up dis- 
closures in a series of Daily 
News stories about police spy- 
ing. 

The grand jury opened its in- 
vestigation last March after 
The Daily News revealed that 
police had infiltrated various 
community groups and, in 
some cases, assumed lead- 
ership roles in the groups. 

In no case does the grand 
jury report actually name 
groups or individuals, but in 
most instances the cases in the 
report parallel The Daily News 
disclosures. 

It confirms The Daily News’ 
initial observations about the 
political nature' of the spying. 
The groups infiltrated in- 
variably had either opposed 
the policies of Mayor Richard 
J. Daley or been critical of his 
Police Department, the report 



said. 

“The overwhelming weight 
of the evidence presented to 
this grand jury clearly estab- 
lished that the true motivation 
for spying on community 
groups was political,” the re- 
port commented. 

This, it added, was a “gross 
misuse of the intelligence oper- 
ation.” , 

AMONG the groups infil- 
trated were the Citizens Action 
Program (CAP), 'Organization 
for a Better Austin (OBA), 
Metropolitan Area Housing Al- 
liance (MAHA) and People 
United to Save Humanity (Op- 
eration PUSH). 

The grand jury reported that 
there was “not even the slight- 
est presence of any type of 
I criminal activity within the 
various groups under study.” 

“Under no circumstances,” 
the report said, “could these 
community groups be consid- 
ered proper targets for the 
Chicago Police Department in- 
telligence gathering activi- 
ties.” 

One undercover officer, Mar- 
cus Salone, became president 
of OBA and, as the report 
noted, the organization soon 
began to experience a loss of 
membership and fell into fi- 
nancial difficulties. 

OTHER DAILY NEWS sto- 
ries linked the police in- 
telligence unit and U.S. Army 
113th Military Intelligence 



Group with a right-wing para- 
I milit^ terrorist organization 
I known as the Legion of Jus- 
tice. 

“There is no question that 
some members of the security 
section (of the police in- 
telligence unit) maintained a 
close working relationship with 
the Legion of Justice,” the 
grand jury report confirmed. 

The Daily News disclosed 
various burglaries committed 
by police and Legion mem- 
bers, and several terrorist acts 
committed by the Legion at 
the behest of police officers, 
including the gas bombings of 
performances by Russian bal- 
let and Chinese acrobatic 
troupes here in 1970 and 1971. 

TARGETS OF burgaries 
were primarily liberal and an- 
tiwar groups, including the In- 



dependent 'Voters of Illinois 
(IVI) and the Chicago Peace 
Council. 

The grand jury report stated 
that “evidence, including testi- 
mony of police officers, estab- 
lished without question that 
certain members of the Chi- 
cago Poiice Department’s se- 
curity section committed crim- 
inal acts in order to gather in- 
teliigence data. 

“Some officers testified that 
they believed it their duty to 
burglarize offices to gather in- 
telligence data and to disrupt 
the activities' of organizations 
by destroying mailing lists, 
lists of financial contributors, 
office equipment and even by 
steaiing money.” 

THE REPORT also con- 
firmed Daily News disclosures 
of eavesdropping on private 
conversations, saying: “Cer- 
tain intelligence reports re- 
viewed by this grand jury con- 
tain accounts of conversations 
which, because of their nature, 
could only have been acquired ^ 
through illegal electronic 
eavesdroping.” 

It added that the grand jury 
heard testimony from several 
police officers who admitted 
they had been involved in ille- 
gal eavesdropping to gather in- 
telligence information. 

One officer, the report said, 
testified the main instructions 
he received about UligEil eaves- 
dropplng were: “Don’t get 
caught.” 

THE REPORT did not elabo- 
rate on the incident in which 
an undercover officer proposed 
the killing of policemen, but 
went into considerable detail 
about the Days of Rage. 

It noted that some police of- 
ficials had pointed to the 
rampage in an attempt to jus- 
tify surveillance of community 
groups. 

But despite the fact that the 



V/eathermen had successfully 
been infiltrated by agents who 
identified the leaders and loca- 
tions and dates set for acts of 
violence, police failed to take 
action, according to the report. 

When the grand jury asked 
police officials why they failed 
to act, the report continued, 
the officials testified that the 
. acts of violence actually must 
I occur before police took the 




charges to the state’s attorney. 

“THIS, OF COURSE, is ab- 
surd and totally wrong,” the 
report declared. “In Illinois, it 
is a crime to conspire to com- 
mit an offense if a step in fur- 
therance of the agreement is 
committed. 

“In this case, weapons were 
gathered, maps drawn, escape 
routes established and so 
forth. , ' ; 

“The callous disregard for 
the health and property of 
those harmed during the Days 
of Rage is characteristic of the 
entire police spying operation. 

“Peaceful groups were spied 
upon and disrupted for appar- 
ently political reasons while a 
violent group (the Weath- 
ermen) was permitted to carry 
out their intended plan of vio- 
lence.” 

THE JURY acknowledged 
that intelligence gathering is.a 
legitimate poiice function, but 
only when properly supervised 
and directed against persons 
and groups clearly engaged in, 
or likely to engage in, crimin- 
cal activity. 

The report says that iwhen 
top department officials were 
asked to testily about various . 
activities of its intelligence 
unit, they “pleaded igno- 
rance.” 

“If true,” the report said, 
“these police officials grossly 
neglected their duty.” 

The report added that rea- 
sons given by police and city 
officials in an effort to justi^ 
the spying were found to be 
“without any merit.” 

REASONS MOST often cited 
were that infiltrated groups 
had a “violent nature,” that it 
was necessary to monitor 
‘ them lor “traffic control,” or 
' that it was impossible to deter- 
i mine which groups were poten- 
tially violent unless they were 
infiltrated. ‘ ... 

Grand jury testimony “total- 
ly rebutted” the first two rea- 
sons, the report said, and the 
third “has all the earmarks of . 
a police state.” ^ • 

“In other words,” the jury 
wrote in reference to the third 
reason, “these police officials . 
presumed that persons who ex- , 
ercise their constitutional- 
rights pose a threat to the, 
commxmity until they are pro^ 
ved otherwise to the satisl^ j 
tion of the police officials.” ‘ v * 




